
Which College Degrees Get the Highest Salaries? 
 
 

 

Undergraduate majors sorted by mid-career median salary (10 years in): 

 

 
 
The data comes from PayScale’s year-long survey of 1.2 million users that graduated only with a 
bachelor degree in the United States.  
 
Economics has the 5th highest mid-career median salary, second only to several types of engineering 
degrees. 
 
The biggest increases in earning power post-graduation go to Math, Philosophy, International 
Relations, and Economics majors. All these degrees see a 90% or higher increase from median 
starting salary to median mid-career salary. 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

The data covers two different salary categories: 

Starting median salary: The median of what people were earning after they graduated with their 
degree. 
 
Mid-career Percentiles: Salary data from 10 years after graduation, sorted by percentile (10th, 25th, 
Median, 75th, and 90th) 
 

 

 

Source: Visual Capitalist, July 2018 
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-salaries-college-degrees/?mod=djemDailyShot&mod=djemDailyShot 
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