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Featured Stories

The University of Texas at Arlington, with 23 patents granted in 2024, helped propel The University of Texas System to
No. 3 in the National Academy of Inventors’ prestigious top 100 ranking of U.S. universities awarded utility patents. The
UT System’s 14 institutions are collectively ranked as a single entity in the National Academy of Inventors’ (NAI) annual
report. UT Arlington’s 23 patents is a 15% jump from the previous year.

https://www.uta.edu/news/publications/inquiry-magazine/2024
https://academyofinventors.org/2024-top-100-worldwide-universities-announced-by-the-national-academy-of-inventors/


READ MORE

UTARI Executive Director Candidate Presentations
We have identified our final candidates in the national search for UTARI’s next Executive Director. Each candidate will
conduct a 30-minute in-person presentation followed by a 15-minute question and answer session. These forums are
open to all faculty and staff. 

Please select the presentation(s) you would like to attend so appropriate seating arrangements can be made.
Additionally, Microsoft Teams links will be provided within each presentation registration page.

Prompt to Candidates: What are the opportunities for UTARI to advance applied research in this current climate, and
how would you leverage the strengths of UTARI, TMAC, and UTA faculty to increase external funding from as well as
regional prominence with federal, state and industry partners?

Register for Candidate No. 1 – Tuesday, May 6 at 8:30 a.m.
Register for Candidate No. 2 – Tuesday, May 13 at 8:30 a.m.
Register for Candidate No. 3 – Wednesday, May 14 at 8:30 a.m.
Register for Candidate No. 4 – Wednesday, May 29 at 8:30 a.m.

Contact Nancy.Segovia@uta.edu for accommodation requests.

https://www.uta.edu/news/news-releases/2025/04/17/utas-23-patents-strengthen-ut-systems-no3-ranking
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F86mzdm%2Fgddavtnd%2F8qqvo8&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C9a6c1eccf37e4f1062e108dd873b8825%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638815411940829370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0aAwHaAJKJNWX8OeBGT8y2MDpRn%2F592WmYMHA7to6Og%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F86mzdm%2Fgddavtnd%2Fojrvo8&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C9a6c1eccf37e4f1062e108dd873b8825%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638815411940857605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G9TF9f4VZ6h%2BQhYstAlzUG69Hy7zTXFGcQpNptLm2Vs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F86mzdm%2Fgddavtnd%2F4bsvo8&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C9a6c1eccf37e4f1062e108dd873b8825%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638815411940870680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=39O7dIzyBa%2Fqtd20rxnM3NtK71AKlqXcpXyoGbu1FK0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2F86mzdm%2Fgddavtnd%2Fk4svo8&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C9a6c1eccf37e4f1062e108dd873b8825%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638815411940883490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G1oRrO%2Fai2gAN05R6sWHdtklC2sba4M6FZOVxcxXsPQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Nancy.Segovia@uta.edu


Harmful microplastics infiltrating drinking water
UT Arlington research, also published in Science of the Total Environment, finds wastewater treatment plants are still not
effectively removing dangerous microplastics. One of the main challenges in detecting and mitigating microplastics is the
lack of standardized testing methods. Read more

mailto:elissa.williams@uta.edu?subject=Join%20DRA%20Teams%20Channel
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S004896972500453X
https://www.uta.edu/news/news-releases/2025/04/21/harmful-microplastics-infiltrating-drinking-water
https://www.uta.edu/administration/executive-searches


Executive Order Guidance
The Trump administration has issued several Executive Orders that may impact UTA federally funded projects. Specific
guidance impacting individual projects will be sent directly to Principal Investigators. However, the Office of Grant and
Contract Services has a website tracking all the proposed changes. 

Information Items

Attention Tenure-Track Faculty!
UTA's Center for Proposal Development and Academic Research Strategies, Inc., are excited to host monthly individual
meeting sessions focused on the NSF Faculty Early Career Development Program Award (CAREER). The NSF Career
Award is recognized as the organization's most prestigious honor for junior faculty and these individual sessions aim to
assist tenure-track faculty in preparing impactful submissions.

If you're planning to apply for the 2025 Faculty Early Career Development Program (CAREER) | NSF - National Science
Foundation, we encourage you to submit a Request for Grant Proposal Assistance to start your journey toward
excellence.  Submission deadline: July 23, 2025, by 5pm CST. 

https://resources.uta.edu/research/grants-and-contracts-services/executive-orders.php?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=federal%20stop-work%2C%20pause%2C%20or%20termination%20orders&utm_campaign=VPRI%20Announcement
https://www.uta.edu/administration/mme/photography
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/career-faculty-early-career-development-program
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Q1vcXL7XqkyBc3KeOwpi2TNXkme3GxVKtvpVADWcqmZURUEyWUIzVFVWWkNRR0gzNTNVVUpPR0M1MS4u&route=shorturl


Measles outbreak: what you need to know
Measles case counts continue to rise in certain Texas regions. The threat of measles is low, especially among those
vaccinated and persons born prior to 1957, who are deemed to have “presumptive immunity” and do not need
vaccination. Stay informed with up-to-date information about measles and review safety information about measles from
the Office of Environmental Health and Safety.

https://www.uta.edu/administration/mme/photography
https://www.uta.edu/campus-ops/ehs/
https://www.uta.edu/campus-ops/ehs/docs/measles-outbreak.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=https%3A//www.uta.edu/campus-ops/ehs/docs/measles-outbreak.pdf&utm_campaign=UTA%20MavWire%20Monday%2C%20March%2031%2C%202025-%20Internal


Free headshots available 
UTA provides free headshots to faculty and staff. Visit the Marketing, Messaging, and Engagement website to schedule a
studio portrait. If you schedule an appointment, please show up at your allotted time to prevent delays for your
colleagues.

https://www.uta.edu/administration/mme/photography
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fcqcfzl%2Fcuzzdaoc%2Forpru7&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.bennett@uta.edu%7C18d4cdd07cc94dafdf5308dd0e465410%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638682417419879611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zqp7L%2FimwZFfjgd6hxRUhmEUJeV3P9I5SBcoucoMVbM%3D&reserved=0


Join DRA Teams channel
Join the Teams channel for Departmental Research Administrators (DRAs) and get the latest information from each other
and Pre- and Post-Award staff. The group meets virtually every other month to discuss best practices. Contact Elissa
Williams to be added to the Teams channel for DRAs.

Subscribe to Inquiry+ e-newsletter

https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/2008928/1960098/
mailto://elissa.williams@uta.edu
https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/2008928/1960098/


UTA's office of research has introduced a monthly e-newsletter that will help tell the story of our research endeavors.
Campus researchers will receive the newsletter, but you are encouraged to invite interested partners to sign up.       

Upcoming Training and Events

FRI. MAY 2, 11 A.M.
CISE CAREER Proposal Writing Webinar May 2, 2025
The NSF CISE CAREER Proposal Writing Webinar, is organized by the National Science Foundation's Directorate for 
Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE). It aims to provide guidance and support to early-career 
faculty members preparing to submit proposals for the NSF Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program 
award. Register now

TUES. MAY 13, 1 P.M.

MAY DRA MEETING
At the May Departmental Research Administrator (DRA) Meeting, Nisha Dass in PostAward will provide a short

demonstration of upcoming mentis upgrades. Contact Elissa Williams to be added to the DRA meeting.

TUES. MAY 16, 12 P.M.
Relationships with Corporate and Private Foundations
Development will present a session on understanding the benefits, processes, and finer points of grant seeking in the 
philanthropic sector. Learn about the clear—as well as subtle—differences between public and private funders and how 
to navigate the often multi-layered, time-sensitive solicitation process in the private realm.
RSVP by Wednesday May 14th.

If you have an event to promote, submit it to the UTA Events Calendar and tag "Research."

Regulatory Updates
Reporting Personal Travel to a Foreign Country of Concern (FCOC)
Governor Abbott issued GA-48 on Nov. 19, 2024, directing all state agencies and public institutions of higher education to
harden state systems and safeguard critical infrastructure, intellectual property, and personal information from being
accessed by specific foreign nations.
Among GA-48’s requirements are mandates that state agencies not allow business travel to a Foreign Country of Concern
(FCOC) or accept gifts from entities affiliated with a FCOC. We are currently updating our policies to reflect these
requirements.

GA-48 also mandates that state agency employees, including employees of public institutions, must report personal travel
to a FCOC and conduct a post-travel debrief. This Executive Order affects all UTA employees (staff, faculty, and active UTA
student-employees) who are planning personal travel to a FCOC, which includes:

https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/2008928/1960098/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Image%20of%20Inquiry%2B%20newsletter&utm_campaign=UTA%20MavWire%20Monday%2C%20January%2029%2C%202024%20-%20External
https://www.nsf.gov/events/cise-career-proposal-writing-webinar
https://nsf.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_E3VCHt64SNyhi-g27wBV5Q
mailto://elissa.williams@uta.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uta.edu%2Fresearch%2Fadministration%2Fgrant-and-contract-services&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C551aaeaec1514e17b03c08dd8417be67%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638811959694493502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GOQ%2B0tSE3R3LgK0koeTNTDC2CMPDIF4aFTFW9WPQTs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F8D8BrWJXMd&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C551aaeaec1514e17b03c08dd8417be67%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638811959694514033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Txi6XcS5MZVZI29yM2sgc6blWeSaLVFWRX%2FwfCeNNB0%3D&reserved=0
https://cdn.web.uta.edu/-/media/project/website/mme/university-communications/uta-events-calendar---guidelines-and-best-practices.ashx#:~:text=Visit%20https%3A%2F%2Fevents.uta,its%20published%20to%20the%20calendar.
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fotsxc0%2Fgf4u8iqe%2Fo5ty3vl&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C82ff9b2667a944a9cd8308dd8801178b%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638816260449795846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YFkfTOJwuL4%2Bo8D2ohp64Y5lnXBaTB9PwREdwWUobOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fotsxc0%2Fgf4u8iqe%2F4xuy3vl&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C82ff9b2667a944a9cd8308dd8801178b%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638816260449816256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cHxrXIpwgDcRLeTOHPmyzdPfwbaufr9Gq1uI7wfZM7c%3D&reserved=0


China (including Macao and Hong Kong)
Russia
Iran
North Korea
Cuba
Venezuela

UTA’s Research Security Officer within the VPRI Office will administer UTA’s implementation of this Executive Order and has
initiated the following process for UTA employees:

Before Travel: 

Submit a Pre-Travel Report for Personal Travel
Schedule a foreign travel defensive briefing with Research Security at researchsecurity@uta.edu
Arrange a loaner laptop.  If you need to take UTA equipment with you to a FCOC, it must be a loaner laptop and not
your primary device.  A loaner can be arranged through technologyloaner@uta.edu

Please alert the Loaner Program team immediately once you know your travel dates. It takes time to arrange a
loaner laptop due to additional security mitigations needed for travel to a FCOC.

After Travel:

Submit a Post-Travel Report for Personal Travel within 5 days from return.

For any questions or concerns, please reach out directly to researchsecurity@uta.edu

Collection of Health Insurance Costs for Graduate Research Assistants
In the fall semester of 2023, we took the significant step of providing a health insurance benefit to all PhD and Terminal
Master’s students appointed as a GTA or GRA for 20 hours per week. When added to 100% support for tuition and
mandatory fees, this change substantially improved the financial welfare of these students. Enhanced competitiveness of
financial support has driven the number of applications for admission to our PhD programs in fall 2025 to over 4,000, an
increase of about three-fold over recent years. 

Because of the strategic importance of growing our PhD programs, we made this change before processes were fully
designed to recover the cost of this benefit from research grants or other appropriate resources. For the 2023-2024
academic year, the cost of health insurance for GRA students was shared between the Provost’s Office and the Graduate
School.

We will soon begin recovering the cost of GRA health insurance from grant funds, or from cost centers for GRAs hired on
institutional funds. Read full memo

NSF Grants Update
On Friday, April 18, many institutions began to receive notifications from the NSF Division of Grants and Agreements on the
outcomes of secondary reviews of NSF grants. UTA was notified that one award has been canceled due to not being aligned
with current NSF priorities. It is our understanding that this notification is the agency’s final decision and not subject to
appeal. Office of the Vice President of Research and Innovation (VPRI) staff and members of the Task Force have begun
coordinating with the principal investigator to curtail research and work associated with this particular grant.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FdQLHwzxkTL%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Cgarrett.werner@uta.edu%7Ce2f5ddd47ead4f2daf0008dd5c5bfe58%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638768272386093429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K3mcZrTaSxrQfHp9zTU%2BkE5X%2BaFKCUNfSCGdQguSPF0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:researchsecurity@uta.edu
mailto:technologyloaner@uta.edu
https://oit.uta.edu/oit/cs/its/services/loaner.php
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FCj70sFJbNp%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Cgarrett.werner@uta.edu%7Ce2f5ddd47ead4f2daf0008dd5c5bfe58%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638768272386111694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5IdQVYgRolv0dagkwA2YhfM5mVvNLNckkhmiCKAvWw4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:researchsecurity@uta.edu
https://mavsuta.sharepoint.com/:b:/t/ResearchCommunications/EQpE8MVSG3xLr_ELsU_5C4UBYlCucFimVl9TDa1qVJyTUQ?e=odNdZ6


Researchers in the Media

This Earth Day, It’s Time to Learn From Snakes

Todd Castoe, a professor in the Department of Biology, spoke with Time Magazine about his findings on Burmese
pythons and their ability to regenerate organs. Read article

Toxic Microplastics Contaminating Drinking Water Supply

https://apnews.com/article/accessible-lab-disability-geology-accessibility-fc5a12ec023935cd96698acf880bd119
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fw8bzgi%2Foyyzdv0f%2Fcdivqx&data=05%7C02%7Cbrandon.poe@uta.edu%7C9d88ff5e795f4192cfb908dd80fc04f4%7C5cdc5b43d7be4caa8173729e3b0a62d9%7C0%7C0%7C638808542091032346%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ay5K2%2BH%2BOhTxZH%2BtJSf3MPhUaROR8KnJnTfyzhtPLaY%3D&reserved=0
https://time.com/7279027/earth-day-snakes-lessons/


Un-Jung Kim, assistant professor in the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, has found that despite advances
in wastewater treatment, microplastics are still slipping through, posing potential health and environmental hazards. The
story was covered in Phys.org, ScienMag.com and La Republica.

Do you have research news that should be promoted to the media? Contact Katherine Egan Bennett to see how UTA can help raise awareness
of your research. Promoting your research is important as some grant funders, journals, and collaborators see news stories as signs of the
impact of your research on the community. 
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