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The department is home to the oldest tradition on campus —  
The Shorthorn. In 2019, we celebrated the award-winning 
publication’s milestone 100 years of service to the campus 
community as its No. 1 source of news and information.
Each semester, the department employs 
about 70 students in six areas: the 
newsroom, advertising sales, graphic design 
and production, web development and 
marketing. Together, these students produce:

• 29 weekly print editions of The Shorthorn 
• �170 daily e-newsletter editions  

of The Shorthorn 
• �Two specialty e-newsletters

The Shorthorn is the only news and 
information agency covering UT Arlington 
produced in full by students, for students. 
It also provides an open forum for 
expression of ideas through its 
celebrated CommUNITY Voices 
training and writing program.

Our department’s mission is to provide 
the administrative support, training, 
feedback, and career development for 
all students who produce and support  
The Shorthorn.

READERSHIP AND REACH
• �Shorthorn readers viewed the 

website more than 2M times this 
year. The newsletter’s 20% open rate 
means an average of 12,000 students 
open and read it daily.

• �Weekly, The Shorthorn reaches 
26,178 users through social media.

• �Created two new e-newsletters.

ALUMNI & STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
• �Provided 134 students (to date) 

on-campus employment opportu-
nities and training related to their 
career fields and interests.

• �More than 50 Shorthorn alumni 
donated their time to mentor and 
develop current staff skills.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
• �Published more than 45 guest 

columns through the award-winning 
CommUNITY Voices volunteer writ-
ers program.

RECOGNITION
• �Student Publications and its staff 

earned 78 state, regional and nation-
al awards in 2019-20.

• ��The Shorthorn and TheShorthorn.
com ranked No. 1 in the state by the 
Texas Intercollegiate Press Associ-
ation.

• �Named one of the Top 3 four-year 
Best College Media Outlets of the 
Year in the country by the College 
Media Association.

134 
students employed to date in 2019-20 
in journalism, marketing, advertising, 

and digital production jobs.

96% 
percent of Shorthorn staff members 

during the 2019-20 semesters said 
their Shorthorn experience provided 

valuable career preparation or 
helped them make career choices.

71,000+ 
current subscribers to  

The Shorthorn’s daily e-newsletter, 
which delivers news to inboxes 

Monday through Friday.

2 million+ 
pageviews to date on  

theshorthorn.com during 2019-20.

100% 
of all Shorthorn work  

is completed by students.

78 
state, regional and national 

journalism, advertising and overall 
excellence awards earned to date  

by student employees and 
The Shorthorn in 2019-20.

50+ 
formal guest speakers/skills 

development workshops held 
on campus to date in 2019-20. In 

addition, aided students in attending 
skills development and coverage 

opportunities.

$17,000  
in scholarships and awards to 

Student Publications employees 
to date in 2019-20. The majority of 

funding for scholarships and awards 
comes from endowments.

BY BRAYDEN GARCIA
The Shorthorn senior staff

Facing an $18.3 million deficit on 

its 2020 budget, the city of Arlington 

has implemented a plan to help itself 

recover from the effects of COVID-19.   

City manager Trey Yelverton 

presented the five-phase plan at the 

April 14 Arlington City Council meeting.  

The first three phases have already 

been implemented, he said. Phase one 

included freezing vacant positions 

for the rest of the year, suspending 

employee raises and freezing vehicle 

purchases, among other things.  

Phase two included financial 

restructuring in the city’s park fees 

program, which collects fees for new 

developments in a certain zone for 

BY SHAMBHAVI RIMAL
The Shorthorn staff

Industrial engineering sopho-

more Arafaa Khan had plans to 

fly back to Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates, to meet her parents 

on Friday. However, the country 

suspended all flights from many 

countries, including the United 

States, amid the COVID-19 crisis.  

Travel restrictions and nation-

wide lockdowns are among the 

steps many countries have taken 

to maintain social distancing and 

limit the spread of COVID-19. 

Khan, who contacts her parents 

regularly, said malls, cinema halls 

and religious places in Dubai have 

shut down during the lockdown.   

However, unlike the United 

States, Dubai has strict rules such 

as issuing fines for people who 

are seen outside without a valid 

permit for work or emergency sit-

uations, Khan said. The country is 

now slowly reopening restaurants 

and businesses with restrictions.  

“My parents even told me you 

can’t go to the grocery store for 

more than three days in a row,” 

she said.  
The United Arab Emirates cur-

rently has 19,661 positive COVID-

19 cases, according to data re-

trieved Tuesday evening from 

Johns Hopkins University.

Rather than being alone at 

her apartment, being with fami-

ly during this situation would be 

more comforting and securing, 

Khan said.  
Her parents understand the 

situation that many international 

students are in, including her sis-

ter who is in the U.K. Like herself, 

her sister can’t travel back home.

“They are pretty much under-

standing of the situation, but of 

course they do keep a check on 

me,” Khan said. “They call me 

almost every day, stay connected 

and get updates.”   

Information systems junior 

Mitul Kachhla is in a similar sit-

uation. He planned to travel back 

home to Gujarat, India, during the 

summer, but the country current-

ly has a travel ban that has shut 

down airports. 

India’s government has 

imposed serious lockdown 

restrictions to control the spread 

Global travel restrictions 

affect international students

City implements 

COVID-19 recovery plan
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The Shorthorn: Anna Geyer

Offi ces, lecture halls and common spaces lie empty as the 

threat of coronavirus keeps the community at home
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While some students were 

able to return home before 

travel restrictions took hold, 

others remained in the U.S. 

and were forced to adapt.

Upcoming phases of the 

response will address the 

budgets of fiscal years 2020 

and 2021.
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Student Resource Guide

Questions? Call (817) 272-3188 or email Director Will Parchman: will.parchman@uta.edu


